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Normon H. Bongerter, Governor

Dee C, Honsen. Executive Director
Will iom H. Geer, Division Director

Dr.  D ' ianne R.  N ie lson,  D i rec to r
Utah  D i  v i  s i  on  o f  0 i ' l  ,  Gas  & Mi  n i  ng
355 West North Temple
3 Tr iad Center,  Su' i te 350
Sa l t  Lake C i ty ,  UT 84. |80- . |203

At tn :  Susan L inner

Dear D' ianne:

The Divis ion has evaluated Genwal Coal  Company's f ive year permit  renewal for
a  Mine  and Rec lamat ion  P lan  (MRP)  a t  the i r  Cranda l l  Canyon Mine.  The
fo l low ing  is  o f fe red  fo r  your  cons idera t ion .

Page 3- '14  (3 .3 .2 .2 ) ,  Pro tec t ion  o f  Sur face  St ruc tures  and St reams;  and Page
2-23  (3 .4 .6 .1 ) ,  P ro jec ted  Impac ts  on  F ish  and  t l i l d l i f e  -  The  MRP is  in
subs tan t ia l  e r ro r  regard ing  f i sher ies  and must  be  cor rec ted .  Cranda l l
Creek, which f lows immediately adjacent to the ent i re length of  the permit
area (note,  i t  f lows through the 

. | .7 
acre parcel  leased from Beaver Coal

Company) ,  ' i s  a  h igh  pr io r i t y  va lued C lass  I I I  f i shery .  Th is  s t ream
supports natural  reproduct ion of  278 cutthroat t rout  per mi le wi th a
s tand ing  t rou t  b io rnass  o f  53  lb . /sur face  acre .

Pages 3- '18  and l9  (3 .3 .9 .1 ) ,  Underground Deve lopment  Waste  -  The underground
storage o f  was te  shou ld  be  done in  such a  manner  tha t  i t  w i l l  no t  be
exposed to water.  Exper ience with other coal  mines has shown this to be a
problem when the water ul t imately surfaces and is laden w' i th suspended
sed iments  o r  undes i rab le  d isso lved  so l ids .

Pages 3-20  (3 .3 .9 .3 ) ,  Sed iment  Pond Waste  -  The MRP is  no t  c lear  concern ing
the  f ina l  d ' i spos i t ion  o f  sed iment  pond waste  once ' i t  i s  d r ied .  There  is
concern  tha t  i t  be  appropr ia te ly  d isposed to  sa feguard  Cranda l l  Creek 's
b io log ica l  commun i ty .  I f  the re  i s  in ten t  to  u t i l i ze  a  loca l  l and  f i l l ,
the MRP should be made to be speci f ic  for  that  intent.

Page 3-24  (3 .4 .6 .2 ) ,  M i t iga t ing  Measures  to  be  Employed to  Pro tec t  F ish  and
t , l i l d l i fe  -  Paragraphs  concern ing  e ' l k ,  mu le  deer  and moose are  in
substant ia l  error.  Appropr iate data was provided to the company in March
of 1981. (Reference f i le memo dated March 

. |0,  
l98l  f rom John Livesay to

B i l l  } ' |o l ' l en . )  Th is  da ta  inc luded maps fo r  seasona l  d is t r ibu t ions  o f  a l l
b ig  game ( ' inc lud ing  moose)  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  pro jec t .
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Page 3 -25  (3 .4 .6 .2 ) ,  pa ragraph  1 ;  Page  7 -34  -  A l l  sp r ings  and  seeps  a re
cons ' idered  to  be  o f  s ign ' i f i can t  and c r i t i ca l  va lue  to  the  loca l  a rea 's
w i ld l i fe .  I f  f lows a t  such are  reduced on  a  da i l y  bas ' i s  by  50% or  more
due to  min ' ing ,  a  subs tan t ia l  ' impact  w ' i11  resu l t  necess ' i ta t ing  mi t iga t ion .
The  MRP' i s  no t  exp l i c i t l y  c lea r  on  th js  i ssue .  The  f i l e  le t te r  f rom the
Div is ion  to  Andy  K ing  (3 -10-86)  shou ld  ass is t  D0GM in  eva lua t ing  th ' i s
comment.

Page  3 -27  ( f .S1  Rec lamat ion  P lan ;  and  Page  3 -35  (3 .5 .5 .2 ) ,  Seed ing  and
Transp lan t ing  -  The 6 .65  acres  ident i f ied  as  to ta l  d is tu rbance is  no t  ' i n
agreement  w i th  the  5 .75  acres  on  page 3-11 .  A lso ,  i t  seems tha t  a  tex t
ad jus tment  i s  necessary  to  fu l l y  exp la in  5 . . l5  acres  need ' ing  t rea tment  a t
f ina l  rec lamat ion ,  6 .65  acres  o f  p roposed d is tu rbance and a  to ta l
d is tu rbed area  o f  5 .75  acres .

Page  4 -6  (4 .4 .2 . )  Land  Use ,  f i r s t  pa ragraph  -  The  use  o f  w i ld l i f e  on  the
permi t  a rea  is  no t  l im i ted  to  jus t  b ig  game an imals .  As  many as  239
d i f fe ren t  spec ies  o f  ver tebra te  w ' i  ld l  i f  e  have po ten t i  a l  to  u t i  l ' i ze  the
env i rons  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  pro jec t .  Re la t i ve  b io log ica l  va lue  o f
seasona l  use  areas  has  ear l ie r  (3 -10-8 . | )  been ' ident i f ied  to  the  company.

Chapters 9 and l0 are redundant to the extent that  the "Terrestr ia l  t l l i ld l i fe
and Hab i ta t "  repor t  (pages  40-66)  p repared by  Va ' l ' l ey  Eng ineer ing  is
presented in each chapter.  Pages 40-66 of  that  report  in chapter 9 should
be e l ' im ina ted  f rom the  MRP.  A1so,  no te  tha t  a l l  comments  w i th in  the  MRP
re la t i ve  to  f i sh  a re  inaccura te  and need to  be  cor rec ted .

Page  10-3  (10 .3 )  Ex is t ing  F ish  and  t , J ' i l d l i f e  Resources ;  and  Page  10-6  ( . |2 .4 )
Expected  Impacts  o f  Min ing  on  F ish  and l ' | ' i l d l i fe  -  Cranda l l  Creek  suppor ts
a  subs tan t ia l  f i shery .  Refer  to  comments  p rov ' ided  fo r  page 3-14  (3 .3 .2 .2 )
and page 3-23  (3 .4 .6 .1 ) .  The app l ican t  was  made aware  o f  th is  as  ear ly  as
May,  l98 l  in  the  U.S.  Fores t  Serv ice 's  env j ronmenta l  assessment  repor t  fo r
the  Hunt ing ton  R ' i ver  b r idge c ross ' ing  and Cranda l l  Canyon road.

Page l0 -5  ( . |0 .3 .3 )  Spec ies  o f  Spec ia l  S ign ' i f i cance -  Numerous  rap tor  surveys
have been conducted in the Crandal l  and Hunt ington Canyon areas since
1980.  A t  leas t  one nes t  i s  known in  the  SESW Sec.32  on  the  permi t  a rea .
The appl icant needs to incorporate appropr iate map data and narrat ' ive
wi th in  the  MRP concern ing  rap tor  nes ts .  Such is  ava i lab le  f rom the
D ' i v i s ion  o f  H i ld l i f e  Resources .  A1so ,  the  app l i can t  mus t  eva lua te  the
poten t ia l  impact  o f  subs idence on  rap tors  (pages  3-26  and 4-8) .

Page 10-8  and l0 -9  ( . |0 .6 )  S t ream Buf fe r  Zone -  The MRP is  unc lear  re la t i ve  to
the  proposed ac t iv i t y  tha t  cou ld  a f fec t  Cranda l l  Creek .  Dur ing  1981,  the
company d id  d iscuss  cu lver t  p lacement  in  

. | ,000  
l inear  fee t  o f  the  s t ream.

Such a  cu lver t  wou ld  des t roy  any  f i shery  va lues  w i th in  i t s  leng th  as  we l l
as  c r i t i ca l  va lued  r ipa r ian  hab ' i ta t .  I f  such  ac t ion  i s  s t j l l  p lanned ,
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d iscuss ions  fo r impact  avo idance and mi t iga t ion  p lann ing  wou ld  be
requ i red .  A  spec i f i c  p lan  w i th  mi t iga t ion  needs to  be  par t  o f  the  MRP.

I tem l0-2,  Aquat ic Resources of  Crandal l  Canyon -  Th' is report  was prepared
many years ago and does not accurately ref lect  the current state of
knowledge for Crandal l  Creek's f ishery.  Reference comments for  page 3- l4o
3-23  and  l0 -3 .

Chapter  l0  ( I tem 10-3)  Page 43  o f  "Ter res t r ia l  W' i ld l ' i fe  and Hab i ta t  Repor t "  -
Comments relat ive to ba" ld eagles are in substant ia l  error.  Appropr iate
in fo rmat ion  was prov ' ided  to  the  app l ican t  3 - . |0 -E l  .  Ba ld  eag ' les  dur jng  the
winter season are regular ly observed in the Hunt ington Canyon area and
wou ld  be  expec ted  to  u t i l i ze  the  env i rons  o f  Cranda l l  Canyon.

Chapter  10  ( I tem l0 -3)  Page 46  o f  "Ter res t r ia l  t l t i l d l i fe  and Hab i ta t  Repor t "  -
The t , { i l l j amson 's  sapsucker  has  been documented to  u t i l j ze  (nes t )  the
env i rons  o f  the  Hunt ing ton  dra inage typ ica l  to  those found in  Cranda l l
Canyon.  The app l ican t  must  appropr ia te ly  cor rec t  the  MRP.

Chapte r  10  ( I tem l0 -3 )  Pages  49 ,55  and  56  o f  "Ter res t ia l  Wi ld l i f e  and  Hab i ta t
Repor t "  -  A l l  amph ib ians  and rep t ' i l es  in  Utah  are  pro tec ted  spec ies .  S ix
amphib ian  and e igh teen rep t i l i an  spec ies  have po ten t ia l  to  inhab ' i t  the
pro jec t  a rea .  Th is  da ta  was prov ided to  the  app l ican t  3 - . |0 -8 . | .  The MRP
needs to be appropr iately corrected. Sim' i lar  statements can be made for
bi  rds and marmal s.

Page 12- l0 ,1as t  paragraph,  and Page l2 -11  -  The Ear th fax  repor t  concern ing
use of  seeps and spr ings by big game is not acceptab' le.  Their  survey
re la t i ve  to  deer  and e lk  use  was cursory  and represented  on ly  one v js i t  to
a  seep or  spr ing .  A  comprehens ive  survey  mak ing  inspec t ions  mul t ip ' le
t imes dur ing the year would be needed to provide a reasonable assumption
concern ing  deer  and e lk  use .  Comments  p rov ided fo r  pages  3-25 ,7-34  and
7-36 answer  th is  ques t ion .  Reference to  w i ld l i fe  as  per  the  Ear th fax
report  shoul  d be el  im' i  nated.

Chapter  12  -  Subs idence as ' i t  re la tes  to  rap tor  nes ts  i s  no t  addressed by  the
MRP.

Thank you for an opportun' i ty to review and provide comment.

S ' incere ly ,
,a)'(Ho*.-r-t^c'no'jm


